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expelling the French from the island. He declared that Paoli was satisfied with the assurances he had given, and willing to leave for future discussion the particular mode of government which might be adopted by the King and his Ministers.
It was agreed that next day Major Kochler and I should settle our business with the General, and if possible set out upon our return to Isola Kozza the day after. I put upon paper the different questions I wished to ask the General, and also the outline of an attack upon the works of Martello, which had suggested itself to the Major and me in the course of our reconnoitring. After breakfast we began our business. Having never seen the General but as a well-dressed man going to court and routs, I had conceived, without better foundation, a poor idea of his abilities. I soon changed my opinion. I never recollect to have met with any officer but General Maclean who had such sound views upon military subjects. From his conversation I take him to be an excellent officer. Sir Gilbert Elliot told me he was equally surprised to find him remarkably intelligent on all political subjects. He struck us all as a very superior man. He was particularly entertaining all day, relating anecdotes of the French and Corsicans during the war of 1769, drawing comparisons between the latter and the Greeks, &c. He is an advocate for coups de main and daring enterprises. The loss on these occasions seems great because it all occurs on one day. It is in reality less than that which is suffered by regular approaches, consequent sickness, &c. "In war and in love, opportunities never recur; it is in vain for an officer to say, Next time I shall do so and so." This was particularly pointed at Lord Hood.
On the morning of the 20th Sir Gilbert and I set out on our return. Major Kochler at the request of General Paoli remained behind. Paoli was afraid that, if we all left him, it might have a bad effect upon his people. We reached Palasca in the evening, and next morning Isola Bozza, where Sir Gilbert found the Juno frigate waiting with despatches for him. I went on board with him, but